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The main actors in temporary international politics are still countries, and in particular the
great powers play a unique role in shaping international relations. Learning major events
between great powers is of great significance for understanding the connotation of
international politics and studying international relations theory. This course analyzes the
internal laws of the rise and fall of great powers through a combination study of history and
theory, and introduces the changes that have taken place in the international structure since
the Thirty Years’ War. Through studying the laws of the rise and fall of great powers, we can

understand the connotation of international politics, grasp the essence of great power politics,

and lay the foundation for a systematic mastery of international relations theory.
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John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of Postwar American National Security,

Oxford University Press, 1992.
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